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BUTTE COLLEGE
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3536 Butte Campus Dr

Oroville CA  95965

U.S.A.

Phone: 530-895-2572
Fax: 530-879-4313

E-mail: phelpsci@butte.edu
Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM
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Congratulations on your acceptance to Butte College!
We would like to welcome you, in advance, to the United States and to Butte College!  The international student services team is ready to assist you with all matters related to your life at Butte College.  Our goal is to provide you with excellent student support services while you are here with us.  We will assist you with adjusting to life in the U.S. , provide academic and immigration advising, help with housing, give you information about on-campus employment, and other campus and community services and activities.  We also have an active international student club that provides students with social and recreational opportunities, instructor mentoring, and university campus visits.
Butte College is located near the peaceful northern California city of Chico.  Our local four-year university, California State University, Chico, participates in and provides our city with many cultural events and activities.  The culture of our small city is one of natural beauty and friendly community members who welcome people from all over the world.  Chico is in an agricultural green-belt, is ecologically conscious, and prides itself on being a leader in sustainability.
Attending a California Community College is a wise choice.  At Butte College you can complete your general education coursework, benefit from smaller class sizes, receive more personal attention and accessible instructors, all at a fraction of the cost of a four-year university.  Start here, go anywhere!
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	VISA INFORMATION
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· How do I apply for a student visa?
Now that you have been accepted to Butte College and have received your SEVIS I-20 form, you are ready for the next step: obtaining your F-1 Student Visa.  In order to gain entrance into the United States, you must obtain an F-1 Student Visa from an American Embassy or Consulate.  To locate the nearest Embassy or Consulate, go to http://usembassy.state.gov/.  
The first thing you need to do is pay the one-time SEVIS fee of $200.  Do this as soon as you receive your I-20!  Pay this fee, by credit card, on-line at www.fmjfee.com.  Be sure to print out a receipt (Form I-797).  You will need to bring proof that you have made this payment to your visa interview.  

After your SEVIS fee is paid, make your visa appointment.  This can be done up to 90 days prior to the report date on “Item 5” of your I-20.    
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· How do I prepare for the visa interview?

1.
Be prepared and be honest!


2.
Be ready to clearly explain why you want to come to the U.S.A. to study at Butte 



College.



-Why do you want to study in the U.S.?




-Why did you choose your major?




-Why did you choose Butte College?



-Will you complete your education at Butte College and return home or 



  
  will you continue your education at a four year university?




-What career will your studies prepare you for?


3.
Be ready to demonstrate to the Consular Officer that you will return home permanently 


after you complete your studies.  Present documents that prove you have ties to your 


country.




-If your program of study (major) is in high demand in your country, get a letter 



  from a possible employer stating that they are interested in hiring people with 



  degrees like the one you will get.




-If your family owns a business, take a letter describing it.  If they own property, 



  take the deeds.




-If you have a brother or sister who studies in the U.S. and returned home, take a 


  copy of his or her diploma and a statement from his or her employer.


4.
Practice your English!




-You will be expected to communicate in English.  




-Practicing your responses to possible questions will help you feel more at ease.




-If you do not understand a question that you are asked, it is ok to ask the officer 


  to repeat it.  




-Take your time, breath and relax!


5.
Do not talk about working in the United States.




-You must prove that you or your sponsor can support the costs of studying and 



  living in the U.S.  Employment is restricted for students and is not guaranteed 



  during your program. 
· How soon can I enter the United States?

You can enter the U.S. up to 30 days before your program begins.  Look at “Item # 5” on your I-
20 form.  It says, “The student is expected to report to the school no later than _______.”  
Count back 30 days.  This is the earliest date that you can enter the U.S.  Please make your 
travel plans accordingly.


When travelling to and entering the U.S. it is very important that you carry your immigration 
documents with you.  What are immigration documents?





1)
SEVIS I-20





2)
Valid Passport





3)
Financial Support Documents




4)
Form I-797 (receipt for paying SEVIS fee)


You will be given a Form I-94 upon arrival into the U.S.  The I-94 is an arrival/departure record 
and has a unique admission number on it.  The immigration inspector will make note of the 
admission number, stamp it, and attach it to your passport.
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	FINANCES


ARRIVAL ACCOUNTS
We have found that some students have had difficulty receiving money after they arrive, in a timely manner, from parents in their home countries.  To prevent problems from occurring, Butte College now offers a financial tool called an Arrival Account.  Arrival Accounts allow students, or their parents, to wire money into a bank account, established by Butte College, prior to arrival. Once students arrive in Chico, the College will make the money deposited into their accounts quickly available to them.    If you are interested in establishing an Arrival Account, please contact Cindy Phelps in the Office of Admissions & Records at phelpsci@butte.edu.  Establishing an Arrival Account will reduce the amount of money students will need to carry with them en route to Chico.
· How much money should I bring if I do not set-up an Arrival Account?

You will need to bring enough money to pay for your first semester’s tuition and book charges, and 
enough for living and personal expenses for at least a month.  The following is a guideline for you:


· What is the safest way to carry my money?


Careful planning is important when considering changing your native currency into U.S. Dollars.  We 
recommend that you have a combination of cash, money orders (in U.S. Dollars) and a credit card (Visa 
or Master Card).  Having a combination is important for several reasons.  Here are some:

1.
Cash allows for maximum flexibility in spending.  You can spend in small amounts for 



things you need immediately, like food or personal items.  We recommend only carrying 


$100 to $200 in cash when you come.  This will be a sufficient amount.  When you get 



cash, ask for small denominations like $20, $10, $5, $1, and some coins.

2.
Having traveler’s checks is almost as convenient as cash.  You can spend them for most 



items in larger stores and businesses.  However, some smaller businesses or individuals 



(like taxi drivers or bus attendants) do not take traveler’s checks.  Traveler’s checks can 



be changed into currency, at a bank, at any time.

3.
Having a Visa or Master Card credit card is good for large expenses or for emergencies.  



You should apply for a credit card in your home country.  It is difficult for international 



students to get visas from U.S. banking institutions.

	HOUSING
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Butte College International Students have a variety of housing options.  To assist you in securing a place to stay while studying in Chico, we have provided a few housing options and contact information for each option.

Homestay/ Homeshare:  This housing option places you with a local family that has been pre-screened by Butte College for cleanliness and safety and has demonstrated a desire to house international students. This is a great option for the student who is seeking the convenience of a living arrangement that already has the comforts of home and who seeks a family environment in which to live. Basic amenities included in all Homestay programs include a bed, desk, dresser, kitchen, bathroom, laundry facilities and access to shared living areas. The Homestay option is also a great way to practice your English speaking skills and spend time with an American family. Meal options are available depending on the type of Homestay program you choose.  If you would like to learn more or have an application sent to you, you may request one by email from Mr. Tim Phelps in the Office of Recruitment and Outreach. To contact Tim, please email at phelpsti@butte.edu .    

Craig Hall Dormitories / Student Housing:  This housing option is popular for many first-time freshmen. Craig Hall offers a close knit and exciting apartment style living for students only. Some rooms are private and others are shared with two or more students. The rooms are furnished with a bed, dresser and computer desk while some have even more options. Freshly prepared meals are served to students on location in a dining facility with many meal plans available to choose from; late night dining choices are also available for after hour snacking. There are frequent, planned social activities like movie nights and adventure outings to participate in along with a recreation room and fitness center on-site. Craig Hall is located in the city of Chico and frequent busses are available to take you to the Butte College main campus.  This housing option appeals to many students who are outgoing, social and eager to be near other students. For more information, please contact Craig Hall directly at www.craighall.com.
Private Apartment Living:  This housing option is popular for students who are independent and seek a space of their own. Most students choose this option after they have established connections in the area and have made friends during their first year. Most students rent an apartment for six-month to one-year periods of time. When selecting your apartment, make sure it is in a desirable location and close to bus lines, shopping and social activities. Most students who choose this option will live with one or more roommates, but living alone is also an option for those who would like more personal space.  Since choosing an apartment is such a personal decision, with so many options and possibilities to choose from, it is the student’s responsibility to make their own living arrangements.  A few places to begin your apartment search are:

1. http://www.allstudentrentals.com

2. Chico Enterprise Record – This is the local Chico paper.  To find apartments for rent, go to www.chicoer.com.  Choose ‘Classifieds’ from the homepage and then click ‘For Rent’. 

3. You may also go to www.google.com and type in keywords, ‘Chico CA apartments for rent’. This will bring up many property managers in the area and provide you with even more choices.
All housing options are limited and the sooner you make plans for housing the more options you will have in securing the place that is best for you.  
	TEMPORARY HOUSING


If you are able to make living arrangements prior to arriving in the U.S., that is preferable.  However, that may not always be possible.  If you need to stay in a hotel/motel temporarily, the following are conveniently located in downtown Chico:


Vagabond Inn


Heritage Inn Express

Oxford Suites

630 Main St (6th & Main)
725 Broadway


2035 Business Lane

Chico CA  95928

Chico CA  95928

Chico CA  95928

800-522-1555


530-343-4527


800-870-7848

530-895-1323






www.oxfordsuites.com

	FREE 
CHICO AIRPORT PICK-UP
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A Butte College Representative will pick you up from the Chico Airport free of charge. Just tell us the date and time of your arrival, along with your flight number, and a Butte College Representative will be there waiting to welcome you and take you to your hotel or confirmed living arrangement. Please email or fax this form to: Mr. Tim Phelps at phelpsti@butte.edu or fax 530-895-2962. Arrivals outside of the Chico airport must make their own travel arrangements to Chico. We recommend securing your flight to Chico when making your reservations.

	YOUR NAME: ​​​

	Date of Arrival:

	Time of Arrival:

	Flight Number:

	PLEASE GIVE AT LEAST 7 DAYS NOTICE!


Airport pick-up is only provided for flights arriving Monday through Friday between the hours of 8am-3pm. Please make sure you have secured hotel reservations or a living arrangement prior to your arrival date. Please notify Tim Phelps @ 530-895-2818 immediately if your flight plans change or if you are delayed.

If your date or time of arrival falls outside of the designated free pick up times, you will need to secure a taxi at the airport to take you to your hotel. Average taxi fare from airport to downtown is $15.00 to $20.00. Although there are many taxi companies in Chico for you to choose from, a couple of them are Yellow Cab at 530-893-4444 or American Taxi at 530-891-0841. 
· Should I tip the driver? 



In the U.S., it is customary to tip the driver 15% for good service.
STAFF INTRODUCTION
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If you have a question or need assistance, please contact one of our international student services staff members.  We are here to help you!

Ms. Cindy Phelps


Admission Officer        





phelpsci@butte.edu


530-895-2572
Ms. Phelps processes international student applications and issues I-20s.  She is a resource person for general immigration questions and can sign your I-20 for travel purposes.  Cindy is located in the Office of Admissions & Records and should be notified if you change your address, major or have any SEVIS related issues.
Mr. Tim Phelps


Recruiter, Community Liaison, Home-stay Coordinator






phelpsti@butte.edu


530-895-2818
Mr. Phelps will present you with information about your housing options: home-stay, home-share, dormitory or private apartment.  He is available to assist you with anything from free airport pick-up, banking, shopping guidance, questions about the community or personal issues/needs.
Mr. Bill Brown



Counselor and Academic Advisor






brownbi@butte.edu


530-895-2378
Mr. Brown will assist you with immigration issues and will work with you to create a student educational plan that will meet your academic goals.  Bill will track your units and g.p.a. to assure you remain in compliance with the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Ms. Peggy Jennings-Severe

Director of Recruitment, Outreach & Student Life






severepe@butte.edu


530-895-2511
Ms.  Jennings-Severe organizes our international student recruitment efforts and coordinates international student orientation.
Mr. Brad Zuniga


Assistant Director Recruitment & Outreach






zunigabr@butte.edu


530-895-2511
Mr. Zuniga recruits international students and is located in the Campus Information Office.
SERVICES OFFERED BY BUTTE COLLEGE STAFF
	Free Chico Airport Pick-Up
	Housing Assistance
	Locate Shopping 



	Banking Assistance
	Finding Places of Worship
	Locate Health Care Provider



	Public Transportation Help
	Referrals for Personal Counseling 
	Ship Personal Belongings Prior to Arrival

	Special Four-Day Orientation For International Students
	Arrival Accounts
	International Friendship Program & International Student Club


WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU TO THE U.S.
	Things To Bring With You:
	Things To Buy in Chico:

	
	

	Climate Appropriate Clothing
	Cell Phone

	Immigration Papers
	Iron/Ironing Board

	Towel & Washcloth
	Bedding

	Personal Hygiene Items
	Cleaning Supplies

	Home Country Foods/Spices (Non-Parishable)
	Laundry Supplies

	Pictures/Room Decorations 
	School Supplies

	Sewing & First Aid Kit
	Computer, Desk Lamp

	Power Adaptor (optional)
	Alarm Clock


Instead of traveling with heavy suitcases, ship your items to the Butte College Welcome Center ahead of time!  Then pick-up your belongings after you arrive.  Mail items to the following address:

Your Name

Butte College Welcome Center

3536 Butte Campus Dr
Oroville CA  95965-8399

MANDATORY HEALTH  INSURANCE REQUIREMENT
FOR ALL INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS




The cost of medical care in the United States is very high.  At Butte College, we require that all international students have health insurance.  No exceptions!

Students will be required to purchase an insurance policy selected by Butte College.  No other insurance policies will be accepted!  

Policies typically cost about $42 per month.  Prices do vary and are based upon the age of the student.
Proof of insurance coverage will need to be submitted to a school official, each semester, in order to avoid registration holds.  Detailed information about how to purchase insurance will be provided after a student has been successfully admitted. 
	FINAL CHECKLIST
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Before you arrive:
· Pay $200 SEVIS fee.  Keep/print I-797 receipt of payment.
· Make an appointment to obtain your F-1 Student Visa
· Practice your English for your visa interview!!
· Bring all appropriate documents to visa interview
· Make travel arrangements
· Research housing arrangements and secure a place to live 
· Purchase health and accident insurance policy

· Prepare your finances: get a Visa or Master Card, traveler’s checks, and cash
· Arrange airport pick-up – if flying into the Chico Airport
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After you arrive in Chico:

· Call or e-mail to inform us of your arrival.  My telephone number is 895-2572. My e-mail address is phelpsci@butte.edu.  If you will arrive in the evening or on the weekend, you will need to take a taxi from the airport into town.  Also, remember to make hotel reservations, in advance.
· Contact us if you need assistance with anything!  We’ll help you personally.

· Submit your Chico address and telephone number to Cindy Phelps in the Office of Admissions & Records as soon as possible.
· Be prepared to submit copies of your: passport, stamped I-20, and I-94 at international student orientation.

· Attend international student orientation.[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]



Bring the following items to your visa interview:


Butte College I-20


Form I-797 (paid SEVIS fee receipt)


Valid Passport


Original/Official Financial Support Documents


Acceptance Letter From Butte College





** IMPORTANT NOTE **


YOUR SEVIS I-20, PASSPORT AND FORM I-94 ARE LEGAL DOCUMENTS AND MUST BE KEPT IN A SAFE PLACE AT ALL TIMES.  


IT IS WISE TO MAKE PHOTOCOPIES OF THEM IN THE EVENT THEY ARE LOST OR STOLEN.





Tuition (12 units)			$3,000		U.S. Dollars


Books (average)			     300		 


Housing 				  2,000


Food & Personal Needs		     500	


Total:					$5,349		U.S. Dollars









